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Cold ‘War’ and the Australian National Security State

1. Testing circumstances and unusual strategic development and 
coincidences for policy-makers

2. The attraction of forging a strong nexus between war 
preparations and national development

3. National security as a necessary means of further shaping an 
unfinished federation (and preventing its splintering)
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Acronyms & Abbreviations
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This is, of course, in conformity with the aim of every civilised 
community to maintain for its citizens the undisturbed and 
permanent enjoyment of independent nationality, individual 
freedom and collective wealth. This wealth consists of many 
aspects – concrete and abstract – such as material prosperity, moral 
prestige, powers of resistance against aggression. So long as any of 
these assets are liable to capture, destruction, injury or 
depreciation at the hands of an enemy, the State must provide for 

their security. J.D Lavarack, Department of Defence Minute Paper, ‘National Security: 

the intelligence aspect’, 10 July 1936, CRS A816/1 item 16/301/179, NAA.



War preparations, early 1950s
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National Security Resources Board,
Defence and Development, 1954

The People
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Defence Preparations Act, 1951
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Ron Mendelsohn

‘ ‘This was the central issue, the 
production of an Australian plan for 
continental development, in this case 
devoted to the limited object of the 
most urgent defence preparations; but 
considerations of sovereignty and 
perhaps even parish-pump politics 
prevented any worthwhile conclusion.’
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